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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56, §1.97 and §1.98, Applicant herewith makes of record the 
following references. A copy of each cited reference, and PTO Form 1449 accompanies this 
filing. In accordance with § 1.97(b), this statement is being filed before the mailing of a first 
Office Action. 
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Filing Date: December 14, 2000 
Atty. Docket No.: 72545-37 
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U.S. Patent 3,847,626 
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U.S. Patent 3,876,481 
U.S. Patent 3,929,497 
U.S. Patent 4,026,715 
U.S. Patent 4, 166,747 
U.S. Patent 4,199,364 
U.S. Patent 4,396,722 
U.S. Patent 4,542,106 
U.S. Patent 5,789,329 
British Patent 520,427 
E.P.O. 1 074 521 



Erickson et al. 
Erickson et al. 
Erickson et al. 
Clark-Monks 
Erickson et al. 
Neely, Jr. 



Neely 
Rapp 
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Eastes et al. 



Cassani et al. 
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This statement is not to be interpreted as a representation that the cited publications are 
material, that an exhaustive search has been conducted, or that no other relevant information 
exists. Nor shall the citation of any publication herein be construed per se as a representation 
that such publications are prior art. Moreover, the Applicant understands the Examiner will 
make an independent evaluation of the cited publications. 

No fee is believed to be due in connection with the filing of this paper. However, if any 
fee is due, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any such fees to 
Deposit Account No. 141449. 
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